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Chronic homelessness is defined by the United States Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) as “1) a person who had been literally homeless - living in a place not 

meant for human habitation, 2) homeless for a year or more or 4 episodes of homeless in a 3-year 

period, and 3) have a disability recognized by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).” 

According to Lane County, Oregon’s 2015 Point in Time Count, chronic homelessness affects 

697 people in Lane County. HUD secretary Shaun Donovan has estimated that one chronically 

homeless person living on the streets for one year costs a community an estimated $40,000 in 

health and public services. In this presentation, group members explain the components of the 

Housing First model as a method of alleviating chronic homelessness, its success throughout 

many cities in the U.S., and its potential application in Eugene, Oregon. Experts at the 2014 

conference for the National Alliance to End Homelessness assert “the effectiveness of Housing 

First and how the approach doesn’t just help further reduce chronic homelessness, but also 

improves provider-consumer interactions, increases housing stability, and saves taxpayer money. 

Cost savings from the implementation of Housing First in major cities in America and Canada 

have been too great to ignore. House Bill 3420 provides funding for a 90 person congregated-site 

Housing First residential complex in Eugene, OR. This bill will be discussed and a petition to 

demonstrate public support for the bill will be put forward. Issues important to business owners 

and community members will be considered. Additionally, we compare the model of traditional 

treatment for the mentally ill and substance-addicted homeless populations and models of the 

Housing First approach. In conclusion, we recommend public support for HB 3420, as well as 

seek increased citizen engagement in a local Housing First response to chronic homelessness. 
 


