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Reflecting Scholarly: A Short and Stout take on Research 

Every time the topic of research came to mind, I pictured a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 

in a library, alone and reflecting of how everything connected to pinpoint the exact formula for 

the next breakthrough in Psychology. Additionally, I was not that great of a researcher myself, or 

so I thought. After, taking my Invitation to Inquiry course however, the very perception of a 

scholar and research I had always sustained was reconstructed. When I say that I mean that 

throughout this course the assumptions I held about the research process evolved. The critical 

analysis with the interdisciplinary approach to inquiry, gave me a great grasp of the often 

misunderstood methodology that is scholarly research. A subject I, previous to this term, would 

describe as an exact, step to step science. Steps, to which if one could remain loyal to, the great 

epitome for the next breakthrough in Psychology would be assured. I now know that the only 

guarantee one can have from research is to learn. According to The Craft of Research, a book 

written by the Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb and Joseph M. Williams, research, “in the 

broadest terms, we do research whenever we gather information to answer a question that solves 

a problem” (10). Through this class I have discovered that the complex subject that is Inquiry 

crosses disciplines and is something that we all take part in, whether we are conscious of it or 

not. Scholarly research, being the research with such ample conventions, has been what we 

explored in Invitation to Inquiry. Furthermore, the very definition of a scholar was one that we 

contemplated and questioned for almost an hour in this course. A definition I adopted, for the 

purposes of course was, any individual that conducts research, analyzes the content, recognizes 



 Mejia Gonzalez 2 

other views and forms an original idea, is a scholar. Scholarly research is a long process that 

even folks with a PhD find dense in its’ methodology. Consequently, taking notes during this 

process is an imperative mechanism and as The Craft of Research suggests is also a way in 

which one’s thoughts are organized (13). Furthermore, when one takes notes it is also easier to 

see how well rounded one’s thoughts seem.  

 

Through my own research process, I have found that if one is to conduct research in the 

span of ten weeks have a well-rounded understanding of their topic, a specific topic is a must. 

When reflecting, I analyze how my understanding of gathering and evaluating information 

changed over the term. As I dove into the massive world of information that is provided by the 

databases and books in Lane Community College, Public Libraries, and other state resources, I 

soon felt as if I could not possibly say anything original. A discouraging thought, I know. 

However, found that after reading and analyzing I had all sorts of opinions on the subject. I 

found that my specific topic, the criminalization of people of color, was still too broad. I found 

this discouraging at first, since my passion for this topic is tremendous. However, I found that 

the fact that I was already familiar with the subject, helped me understand that I was taking on 

too much, something young scholars I presume tend to do. After reflecting and realizing the 

ways in which the criminalization of people of color would be rather extensive to research for 

each of the environments they were a part of, I decided to reduce the scope I was exploring.  

 

After this decision I realized I was not clear on what that meant. Thanks to my course 

however, at this time, I was still reading The Craft of Research and used a technique the authors 

refer to as “Following Bibliographical Trails” (80), consistent of analyzing key source 

components of the article and like a detective, decipher how these articles influenced the author 



 Mejia Gonzalez 3 

and how he further contributed in the conversation. Consequently, I was able to get a better grasp 

of the sea of information I was exposed by database search engines. Not to mention that with this 

influence analyzation methodology I actually found how this conversation had not taken forms 

of conscious and unconscious resistance one may express to a criminalizing/oppressing system, 

specifically through transculturation. After seeing that I had first-hand used conscious and 

unconscious resistance on a daily basis towards a criminalizing/oppressing system, I was ready 

to specifically organize my thoughts around my view, which led me to several “mind blowing” 

challenges to my assumptions. One of the biggest challenges to my assumptions about the 

research process was how an argument was not just an opinion. Retrospectively, the 

organizational process of ideas generated from scholarly research to produce what is often 

referred as a claim, thesis, or hypothesis, depending on the specific discipline has a rather dense 

methodology. In a nutshell, according to The Craft of Research, the core of an argument is one’s 

original idea supported through one or more reasons. Each of which should also be supported by 

evidence (110, 111).  Furthermore, after having the argument at past this stage one must 

acknowledge it’s limits, “predictable disagreements” and other interpretations of evidence (114, 

115). All of this, while “warranting” a connection between the claim and the reason through a 

common generalization that applies to the specific, (115, 116).  

 

Additionally, to an extent, I now consider myself a scholar due to the fact that I now have 

a grasp of the scholarly conventions of inquiry. Conclusively, although the extent to what 

scholarly research is, varies within the specific discipline and is a great dense methodology, after 

this course, I no longer think of a Phd in a a library, alone and reflecting of how everything 

connected to pinpoint the exact formula for the next breakthrough in Psychology. Additionally, 

after, taking my Invitation to Inquiry course, the very perception of a scholar and research I had 
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always sustained alongside my assumptions about the research process have evolved. Due to the 

fact that the assumptions I held of scholarly research were challenged from where, the 

components of an argument, the isolation of specific conversations through the analyzation of 

sources and my very my position as scholar. Today, every time the subject of research comes to 

mind, so do the dense, days and nights I spent investigating, learning, reading and most of all 

reflecting, come to mind 
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