
HON201_H: Invitation to Inquiry 
 
Term: Winter 2015      CRN: 33883   
Time: MW 2:00-3:50      Credits: 4 
Location: 19/234 (Mondays)     
     15/113 (Wednesdays) 
 
Instructor: Katie Morrison-Graham     Instructor: Ce Rosenow 
Office: 16/162F       Office: CEN 438G 
Office Phone: 541-463-5083     Office Phone: 541-463-5142 
Office Hours: M 1:00-2:00, TU 12:00-1:00,    Office Hours: MW 1:00-2:00 
W 5:00-6:00, & by appt.     & by appt. 
Email: Morrison-GrahamK@lanecc.edu   Email: RosenowC@lanecc.edu  
 
  
Please Note: You are responsible for reading and understanding all of the information contained in 
this syllabus. By choosing to take this class, you are agreeing to follow the policies the syllabus 
describes and to meet the requirements it sets forth. Important: Our class Moodle site will have useful 
information as well as the specific instructions for each assignment; however, it is not the syllabus. 
Please use both our Moodle site and the syllabus to keep track of assignments, deadlines, and class 
policies. 
 
Course Description: This honors seminar examines the process of scholarly research through a 
variety of inquiry methods and applies critical thinking to the research process itself. The course 
provides structured preparation for college research in a wide range of disciplines and lays a 
foundation for work undertaken in the honors capstone seminar. The course also includes the creation 
of an ePortfolio that will be maintained throughout each honors student’s time at Lane. 
 
Required Text: The Craft of Research, 3rd edition, by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Columb, and 
Joseph M. Williams 
 
Course Outcomes: 
 
A.  Articulate similarities and differences between research practices from different disciplines. 
 
B.  Evaluate types of evidence appropriate for different research questions. 
 
C.  Discuss contemporary research practices within the history of Western research in order to engage 
diverse values with civic and ethical awareness. 
 
D.  Articulate the relationship between research questions, data sources, and research methods. 
 
E.  Apply the research process for their individual line of inquiry: 
 

--Effectively identify information needs and methods of gathering the information that meets 
those needs (including discipline-specific resources); 

 
--Use library resources, online databases, and the Internet to locate information; 

 



--Evaluate information for relevance, accuracy, and reliability. 
 

--Revise a thesis based on research evidence. 
 
F.  Use direct contact as a data source and communicate effectively to elicit data from the source for 
their research project. 
 
G.  Effectively communicate research findings to an appropriate audience. 
 
H.  Think critically about research by identifying and testing assumptions about the research process. 
 
I.  Use discipline-specific documentation and citation formats. 
 
J.  Assess his or her growth in critical thinking, knowledge, research skills, and group process skills. 
 
K.  Create an ePortfolio to demonstrate critical, thinking, effective communication, and applied 
learning. 
 
 
Course Requirements: 
Prerequisite: A minimum grade of B in WR 121 or the equivalent passing score on the English 
Department's waiver exam.  
 
Graded Work:   
Prospectus        10% 
 
Annotated Bibliography      15% 
 
Scholar Biography       15% 
 
ePortfolio        20% 
 
Final Reflection       20% 
 
Round Table Discussion      20% 
 
 
Important Information and Class Policies: 
 
Attendance and Participation: Your regular attendance is vital to your success and to the success of the 
class as a whole. Be present, on time, and well prepared for each class meeting.  
 
Grading: Each assignment contributes to your ability to achieve the course’s learning outcomes and be 
prepared to take the Honors Capstone Seminar. If you do not complete all of the graded 
assignments, you may not receive a passing grade in the course. Additionally, much of the work 
(reading responses, forum posts, class discussions, etc.) will not be graded but need to be thoughtfully 
engaged in and completed. Missing more than three of these activities may lower your overall 
course grade. 
 



Discussion Etiquette: We expect that students will behave respectfully. Intentionally sexist, racist, 
homophobic, or other discriminatory language will not be tolerated. Review sections 2,3, and 14 in the 
“Student Code of Conduct”: “Disruption or obstruction of teaching . . . [and] other college activities is 
prohibited and may result in sanctions (98). “Disruption” means interfering with the teaching of the 
course or another student’s ability to learn.  
 

Please note: Behavior in this class that interferes with our ability to successfully teach the 
material to the other students may lower your course grade. Such behavior includes repeated 
late arrivals, using computers for anything other than class work, texting, talking on the phone, 
reading materials other than those for our class, and talking to other students when others are 
speaking or asking questions. 

 
Late Work: Assignments must be brought to the class meeting on the due date. If you know you will be 
absent on the day an assignment is due, please make arrangements to turn in your work early. In cases 
of genuine emergency, I will accept work by email on the day it is due, but a hard copy must be turned 
in when you come back to class. Late work will be graded down one grade for each day that it is late. 
However, to recognize that life happens, you will be given one “life happens coupon.” You may turn 
one assignment in one day late without penalty. 
 
Plagiarism: According to the Lane Community College Student Code of Conduct, plagiarism is a form 
of academic misconduct and includes, but is not limited to, “the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, 
of the published or unpublished work of another person, without full and clear acknowledgment.  It 
also includes the unacknowledged use of materials such as term papers or other academic materials 
prepared by a person other than the submitting student.” As such, plagiarism falls under Article III: 
Proscribed Conduct in the Student Code, and violations are subject to disciplinary sanction, which can 
include suspension and/or expulsion from the College. Details can be found in the Student Code of 
Conduct and Judicial Policies: Sanctions, the full text of which are available online.   

Access for Students with Disabilities: If you need support or assistance because of a disability, you 
may be eligible for academic accommodations through Disability Services. For more information 
contact Disability Services at (541) 463-5150 (voice) or 463-3079 (TTY), or stop by Building 1, 
Room 218. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HON201_H: Tentative Course Calendar 
 
Note: Reading responses need to be posted in the reading response forum prior to the date we discuss 
the reading in class. We will choose as a class the best day and time for these posts to be due. 
 
Week One 
1-5  Introduction to the course 
  What constitutes a community of scholars and where do we fit in? 
  Due: Bring a few areas of interest you would consider learning about through your  

research project 
 
1-7  What is critical thinking and why is it important? (review handouts on Moodle before  

class) 
What is an ePortfolio and in what ways is it useful to maintain one? (review handouts 
on Moodle before class) 
What is the research process? 
Reading: Booth, Prologue, Ch. 1-2 

 
Week Two 
1-12  Lines of inquiry: how do I recognize a good research topic? 

Reading: Booth, Ch. 3-4 
Guest speaker: Honors Librarian Claire Dannenbaum 

 
1-14  ePortfolios: Outlining your ePortfolio; creating a  

menu and the About Page 
Due: Bring in two possible research topics with two possible questions for each topic 

 
 
Week Three 
1-19  Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday – No Class 
 
1-21  Reading: Booth, Ch. 5 
  ePortfolios: creating the Goals Page 
 
Week Four 
1-26  How do I find reliable and relevant sources, and how do I read these sources critically? 
  Reading: Booth, Ch. 6; Critical Reading handout and Anatomy of a Scholary Article  

handout on Moodle 
Due: Prospectus assignment 

 
1-28  Field Trip: University of Oregon Special Collections Library 
  Meet on the front steps of the University of Oregon’s Knight Library at 1:55. 
 
 
Week Five 
2-2  What counts as compelling evidence in different disciplines? 
  Guest panel: Lane faculty  
  Reading: Booth, Ch. 7-9 

Due: Critical reading assignment 



 
2-4  ePortfolios: Signature pieces and reflections; adding to the Academics section 
  Counterarguments 
 
 
Week Six 
2-9  Guest speaker: Honors Librarian Claire Dannenbaum 
  Due: Citation assignment 
 
2-11  What is the value of counterarguments? 

Reading: Booth, Ch. 10 
 
 
Week Seven 
2-16  Presidents Day Holiday – No Class 
 
2-18  What counts as “good writing” in different disciplines? 
  ePortfolios: adding your ePortfolio to the glossary 
  Due: Annotated bibliography assignment   
 
 
Week Eight 
2-23  Interrogating our assumptions about research: to what extent is the research process  

culturally informed?  
Guest speaker: Jim Garcia 

  Due: Scholar biography assignment 
 
2-25  Hunting assumptions revisited 

ePortfolios: peer review 
 
 
Week Nine 
3-2  What is the role of revision in the research process? 
  Due: Completed draft of final reflection 
 
3-4  ePortfolio: peer review, revision, and polishing 
 
 
Week Ten 
3-9  Preparation for round table discussion 
 
3-11  Round Table Discussion of Scholarly Research 
  Due: Final Reflection 
 
 
Week Eleven 
3-16  Seminar debrief and ePortfolio showcase in 19/234 from 2-3:50 
  Due: ePortfolio 


